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RHOD" ISLAND HfiS SIGMIFICAKT ROLE 
IN HISTORY OF S. mjJY TMJTAL CORPS 

Rhode Island plwnys an exponent in the health services, played a signifi- 
csnt and important role in the developiient and forrikation of the Dental Corps 
of the tJ, S, Nnvy. At the ttirn of the century seamen in the Navy rGCDived 
little or no treatment at the hands of qualified vlantists. First niention of 
any organized dental treatment was nw.ck: in the Stirgeon General's report of 1903 
in which he stated that hosnital steiiTa.rds xrho had training; t?,nd experience in 
dentistry x^orc orovidinfr dental care at the Naval Station." in Kewport, R, I. 
According to Dr. Howerd Mathers, nm residing in Nean^iort, Horace Bock was the 
orif^infil hoaioital steward snoken n£ in the Surp-ron General's report. This saxnG 
Horace Beck in turn contracted the services of '■)r. Howard Ilathers with reimburse- 
ment froitn p: hospital fund which all men in the service paid into as a sort of 
Naval "Bltie Sross", The- ppy was Tieapcr and bfjcause of this Dr. Tfetters was 
permitted to have a tmm •practice ^as wi';ll as oontractr.d practice at the Naval 
Station. Of interest, hospitals at that time were not always naid for out of 
sovernment funds. The hospital fund, as explained previously, was used in IfO? 
to start construction on the hospitals at Nexjport, Chelsea, and Norfolk. Dr, 
ifethcrs, well aware of the need for an organized dental service, prcvr.iled upon 
Dr. Hnni^ Ife^ta, another dentist, to use his influence with the U. S, Senator 
from Newport, Oeorge Peabody Wctmore, to introduce the necessary legislation 
in GqngTess. This he did and on August 22, 1912, the Dental Corps of the United 
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States Navy was authorizert by the 63r4 Oon^ross r.xi'l airnf^'i into 'beinp "by Presidottfc 
Tpft, the result of the errly efforts ft these ftenbpl pioneers in Rhode Island, 

Among the four orifjinal successful candidrtos for commissions in the Dental 
Corps was Dr. Joseph A, Mahoney, Bonmissioned in January, 1913» and whom wany 
will remember ns beinp on duty nt thn Navr>l H s^iitrl in Newport dxaring ^-^orld 
VJar II,, Rhode Islrnd was also honored on Mrrch 13, 19U3, when the late Alexani^er 
Gordon Lyle who was then on ''uty at the Quonsot Point Naval Air Station was 
selected to he thfj first Icntal officer to hold flnj? rrnk. The Lite Vice 
Admirr.l I^yle first distinguished himself by being awarded the Congressional Medal 
of Honor for valor in action with the Karincs in World War I at Verdun, He 
also received from the Army the Silvrr St- r lic Vl i- r heroism in the same 
campaign. His widow, the former Ruth H?rc of Novjport, still resides in that 
city. 

From the origin? 1 four apnointcos the Dcntr.l Gnrps c^ntinued Jo grow and 
jceached itis greatest peak durinf» World War II when over 7,000 dental officers 
were on active duty with more than 11,000 dental tedinicians serving with them. 

Today the Dental Corps of the U. S. Nnvy in i^. I. is rreared to care for the 
dental health, of its forces ash'^re and aflort with the destroyer tenders 
attached to OomCraTtesLpnt, the lar<^e clinic i"t thn Ngyal S%f*tion, tb© Ifevftl 
Hosnital, Newport, the Construction Battalion Center at Davisville, the Np.val 
Air Station at Cuonset Point and the cairicrs USS Essex and Lake Chan^lain 
based there. Of note, the dental services rendered to the military by these 
activities have travelled a considerable portion of thE globe in the past year. 
The Antarctic Support Activity and VX-6, has carried our dentistry to the 
South Pole. More recently. National Guard units activated this past year 
were given dental attention at C^iuonsct Point prior to their deployment to 
Celle, Germany, This oooncration has been extended to all military elements 
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on active duty based in Rhode Island* 

Lr.st ycrr the Dentcl Clinic r.t the I'i.ivnl Station at Newrort hosted the 
Spring i'teetinfi; of the R« I. Cental Society exid the meotinp this year was held 
at the Quonset Point Naval Air Statical. The latter activity i» coonerating 
with the School of Dental Hyiriene ?t the University of Rho^e Island in an 
observership program as an aid to orientation in the various specialties of 
dental profession. Educations efforts by the Nnvy do not stop here. Bach 
summer in recent ye?,rs nconhytc cientnl officers (juniors in dontnl school) r.re 
indoctrinated in soecial classes at the Ofiicor Crjididate School in Novmort. 
Th^ are p;iven tours of the various types of cctivities located around Nai*a«- 
fransett Bry in addition to nilitary Irills, ? course in Nsval Justice and other 
prerequisites necessary to becoming a c^or'. nrvr.i officer. Those young men come 
firom all parts of the Ifeited States to learn not only of Navy life but also to 
know a bit about an aroa hirhly steoncd in historicf.l brckr;round« 

The Dental Corps of the United StPtes Navy is prourl of its relationship wllbh 
the people of Rhode Island and {fateful for the '^art that they tiave T^aye*^ 
in its histosy and development. 
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